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COBRA MEETING MONDAY 19th JANUARY 2011
Present


Neil Gaunt


Chairman

Joan Moore


(Vice Chairwoman)

Ann Gaunt


Treasurer

Jennifer Gordon

(Secretary)

Richard Beith
Hilary Charles


Apologies: Alan Moore and Murray Lyle


	
	
	ACTION

	1.
	Apologies – noted above.
	

	2.
	Minute of Meeting on Sunday 12th December 2010 agreed by circulation.
	

	3.
	Matters Arising:-

· Prospective meeting with Charlie Gordon

Richard Simpson pursuing

· Mock up of COBRA leaflet giving condensed information to send to existing and prospective MSPs in the run-up to the May elections – this is under way


	ALAN

	4.
	EPetitions Update – 

The COBRA response was submitted by the required date of 17th December.  Thanks were expressed to Alan for his hard work on the text.  Action taken by Richard Simpson at the EPetitions Committee meeting on 11th January was very much appreciated.  Our petitions was being kept open for a further month and Richard S had asked that the Committee would  invite the Scottish Transport Minister to include COBRA in The Ryder Cup Planning Transport

Group.  Richard S managed to persuade them (with great help from Bill Butler, also on the Committee) to keep our Petition open for another month until they receive the Transport Minister’s response.  In the meantime Richard S hoped that Dr Mike Cantlay, Chairman of VisitScotland, would make progress with his meeting with P&K Council and others.  Richard S had proposed that he write to Bernadette Malone, CE of P&K Council to reinforce the need for Blackford as part of the solution not just to The Ryder Cup but also to the long term rail strategy for the area.  This had been agreed with many thanks.
Discussion followed on the workings of the EPetitions Committee.  Advice on this to be sought from a contact of Hilary’s on the prospect of COBRA’s case being transferred to the Transport Committee.  It was hoped that Robin Harper, presently a member of the EPetitions Committee, would speak up on COBRA’s behalf at the next meeting.

The role of Transport Scotland was discussed.  A meeting, hopefully with a site visit, with the new Scottish Transport Minister, Keith Brown, was suggested.  Jennifer to write to Roseanna Cunningham to facilitate this.
Also discussed was the fact that in a recent Transport Scotland user survey faster journey times was 14th on the list of priorities.   COBRA to ask via Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 for sight of this survey.  Also to be sought was Transport Scotland’s Mission Statement.  It was suggested that Robin Harper may be of assistance in examining the wording of this.
It was suggested that COBRA contact relevant MSP candidates to canvass their support.  In addition to this a draft letter could be uploaded on to the COBRA website as has been done previously by Alan.


	HILARY

JENNIFER

HILARY

ALAN



	5.
	Response to the Network Rail Route Utilisation Strategy Consultation

On reflection, no concrete proposal or suggestion was thought to be relevant.
	

	6.
	Response to P&K Main Issues Report
As agreed at the December COBRA meeting, Richard B had circulated his, and Margaret’s, personal response to this.  They were willing for any or all of the text to be used for further responses.  Jennifer to collate the COBRA text.  Responses to be submitted by 11th February.  All COBRA supporters to be alerted – suggested text to be sent to them.  Jennifer to email and Hilary to use Facebook and Twitter.  Again, suggested text to be uploaded on to COBRA website.

	JENNIFER

JENNIFER

HILARY

ALAN



	7.
	Freight Facilities Grant
Both Richard Simpson and Patrick Harvie had been active in the media – references made to Highland Spring.  COBRA also mentioned in some of the media.  Historically COBRA had been advised not to stray into the freight area but a letter of support from COBRA to be sent to Chris Livingstone – Jennifer to draft.
	JENNIFER



	8.
	AGM 2011
Through the good auspices of Hilary, Patrick Harvie had accepted the invitation to speak at the meeting on 21st February.  Richard Simpson also to be asked to speak – Jennifer to invite.  It was thought that each could address the meeting for around 10 to 15 minutes.  Technical support would be available if needed.
Bruce Fummey to be asked to conduct the elections again and to, hopefully, summarise matters at the close of the meeting.  Jennifer to contact.

Ann agreed to update the text for the AGM poster and press release.  
	JENNIFER
JENNIFER

JENNIFER

ANN



	9.
	Chairman’s Report
Items already covered in meeting.


	

	10.
	Treasurer’s Report
After outstanding cheques had been cleared, there would be around £1,000.00 in the bank.
	

	11.
	Secretary’s Report
Items already covered in meeting.


	

	12.
	AOCB

· It was noted that the Minutes section on the website needed to be updated.

· Richard B had still not had a response from Lisa Hall, PA to George O’Grady, Chief Executive of The European Tour/PGA.  He would try again.

· Meeting on 8th February at 10am in the Community School of Auchterarder followed by a light lunch.  Jacqueline Walsh had suggested it would be good if someone from Cobra was able to come along to tell everyone a bit about what Cobra did and progress to date.  Neil and Richard to attend.  Jennifer to find for how long they would be expected to speak and how many people were expected to attend.  Neil to draft letter for signature (to be sent to Roseanna Cunningham as the local MSP) and  Richard to draft handout on COBRA, its purpose, achievements to date, and future problems.  Responses to the  P&K Main Issues Report to be actively encouraged.

	ALAN

RICHARD

JENNIFER

NEIL/

RICHARD

	
	There being no further business, Neil closed the meeting.  He and Ann were thanked for hosting the meeting.
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