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COBRA MEETING TUESDAY 21st SEPTEMBER 2010
Present


Neil Gaunt


(Chairman)

Jennifer Gordon

(Secretary)

Richard Beith
Alan Moore

Joan Moore


(Vice Chairwoman)
Apologies: 
Ann Gaunt




	
	
	ACTION

	1.
	Apologies – noted above
	

	2.
	Minute of Meeting on 26th July 2010 – agreed by circulation.
	

	3.
	Matters Arising:

· Living Streets Conference 28thAugust – it was decided that this was not right for COBRA.

· Co-op Community Scheme – Neil submitted the COBRA information before the due date – no response so far.

· Patrick Harvie visit – this was deemed successful and helpful.  It was agreed that COBRA should capitalise on green matters.  The very good press coverage was pleasing.
· Response to Roseanna Cunningham re Transport Scotland – this had been sent – the committee was copied in.  No further correspondence.
· Eric Guthrie response – this was deemed to be a helpful response.
· Contact with Jacqueline Walsh re local disability group.  She had give COBRA contact details of a locally-based group.  Neil to follow up,  It is hoped that this group, which has first-hand knowledge of the conditions for the disabled at Gleneagles and Blackford station site, would write to the EPetitions Committee in support of Blackford.
· Carbon Footprint event in Perth on 1st September - Neil and Richard attended but reported that it was not an ideal forum for COBRA.  However, our banners, displayed at the Conference, were well received. 
	NEIL

	4.
	Chairman’s Report
This had been covered in Matters Arising.

	

	5.
	Treasurer’s Report
In absentia, Ann had noted that COBRA had £1,250.00 in the bank account.  Alan said the domain name would be up for renewal on 27th November.

	

	6.
	Secretary’s Report
Jennifer reported that she had received her expenses and thanked the Committee.

Gordon Banks’ visit on Friday 15th October – the hotel (and sandwiches!) had been booked for 1800.  Jennifer to check if Gordon has an engagement after this one.

Richard Simpson cannot attend this meeting so he is to be asked for alternatives dates, perhaps brining Charlie Gordon MSP, Shadow Transport Minister, with him.  Jennifer to enquire.

Letter received from Passenger Focus giving dates and locations of meetings – all in England.  Jennifer to contact asking to be informed of any such meetings in Scotland.  Mention also to be made of additional carriages being much needed in Scotland.

	JENNIFER
JENNIFER

JENNIFER

	7.
	Forward planning
The response from Transport Scotland was negative but it was decided to persevere.  It was noted that the Labour Party had pledged, if in power after the Scottish Parliament elections next May, to re-introduce the rail link to Glasgow Airport.

It was decided to play up our political connections – across the board.  

· Ann to contact Alison McInnes (LibDem)

· Murray to contact Elizabeth Smith (Con)

The Bathgate/Airdrie line was discussed and Richard undertook to take some photos, after the proposed December opening.
Alan to circulate estimated costs.

It was decided to produce a COBRA leaflet giving condensed information to send to existing and prospective MSPs in the run-up to the May elections.  Alan agreed to produce a mock-up.

Discussion followed on other Scottish station projects with a view to joining forces.  Laurencekirk’s re-opening was discussed and more information, such 
as what tipped the balance for the re-opening would be sought.  Alan to investigate.

Joan had read a book by Quentin Letts in which he highlighted the closing down of rural stations.  Jennifer to contact him for support, even an article.


	RICHARD

ALAN

ALAN

ALAN

JENNIFER



	8.
	AGM 2011.  Dates were discussed.  Jennifer to contact Chris Livingstone asking if Highland Spring would host this again.  Suggested dates – 21st of 14th February.  Speakers were discussed


	JENNIFER

	9.
	AOCB 2011

COBRA Christmas cards

Neil showed some cards produced by John McLaughlan.  Discussion followed.  It was agreed that COBRA send cards to key people – Jennifer to produce a list to be perused by other members.  The design of the card, or card/calendar combined, was discussed.  Neil to pursue.

EPetitions Committee – Jennifer to seek an update prior to Gordon Banks’ visit.

	JENNIFER

NEIL

JENNIFER




DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS:– 
FRIDAY 15th OCTOBER 

6.00 pm

at Blackford Hotel with Gordon Banks MP
WEDNESDAY 10th NOVEMBER
7.30 pm

at Blackford Hotel – Committee Meeting
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